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Despitethe low and poorly distributed rainfall during the short rainy seasonwhich started in March 2016 farmers
who preparedland usingdeep tillage with improved P2859W variety from DupontPioneerhave a reasonto smile
The farmers have harvestedenoughmaizefor their familiesto last them until they are due to harvestagainin 6
monthstime.

FIPS F NJnédwoRsof selfemployedVillagebasedAdvisorsVBAs)n MakueniCountyhavecontinuedto promote
the earlymaturing P2859V maizehybrid variety, amongstsmaltholder farmers Eachfarmer receiveda 25 g small
packof seedto try out on smallplots outsidetheir homes

In Nzauisub-County,FIPSAfricaVBAgisseminated,400 small(25 g) packsof the P2859N varietylastseason After
getting significantyield gainson their small plots last season,farmers purchasedseed and scaledup improved
crop/soilmanagemenpracticesto largerlandareasthis season

1. FranciscaMbatha of Kyomavillageshowingthe P2859W variety on her farm. Sheplanted 4 kg seedof the variety
in March2016 Sheexpectgo harvest6 bagsfrom the plot.

& [ Is&@asonmy family planted local maizeon this plot, | rememberhelpingmy Dadharvestonly 2 (90 kg) bags |
alsorememberhim buyingmaizefrom the marketjustamonthafter K | NJJ $hésays ¢

Francisca'samily needs4 bagsto sustainit though the season(five months) & 2 @iill harvestenoughto eat this
seasorand| attribute thisto goodmanagementand specificallydeeptillage usingthe springLJt 2 dzRdexzpkins

Thea { LINIK 2 HizchKhisetlike attachment,developedby FIPSAfrica,whichis mounted on an ox-plough It digs
deeperthan the normalmouldboardploughthat only scrapeghe top soil, leavingthe hard panintact. Thefollowing
are farmerswho boughtseedof the P2859V variety and adoptedgood agronomicpractices,ncludingplacementof
manurewithin the rowsat planting
For more information contact:
FIPSAfrica, P.O. Box 55280200Nairobi | Tel: +254 20 262 6990 | Email: fipsafrica@yahoo.com | www.fipsafrica.org
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2. FIPNetwork CoordinatorMartin Nzungashowingthe P2859W variety in Kivaluvillage & ¢ Kafhisstoppedearlier
than expectedand most farmers who did not plant improved varieties along with deep tillage will not harvest
anythingg he says

3.VBAJoelMutungaof Maviaumevillageplanted 4 kg seedof P2959V on 0.5 acreandthe localvariety on another
half. & tould not afford to buy 8 kg of maizefor all my plots, for that reasonl plantedthe localmaizeon half of the
plot (3a). | am not goingto harvestanythingfrom my plot with the localmaizevariety,"he says
For more information contact:
FIPSAfrica, P.O. Box 55280200Nairobi | Tel: +254 20 262 6990 | Email: fipsafrica@yahoo.com | www.fipsafrica.org
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4. DorcasKyaloof Kitululuvillagein Nzauisub-Countywith the P2859W variety. & 2 8id not haveenoughrainsthis
seasorbut this varietydid not strugglebecausewe practiseddeeptillage. | loveit somuché
v avs "‘1 3 s S #Fro ‘ ¥ r

5. EstherMokua of Kyomevillagein Nzeeniward showingcobsfrom her P2859/ harvest(image5b). After shelling
sheexpectsto get 3 (90 kg) bags & lisiihe first time | am combiningdeeptillage with an improvedvariety and the
resultsare amazing My plot with local variety (image5a) is the samesizeasthe one with P2859W but | will only
harvest501 3 shésays

For more information contact:
FIPSAfrica, P.O. Box 55280200Nairobi | Tel: +254 20 262 6990 | Email: fipsafrica@yahoo.com | www.fipsafrica.org
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6. VBAJoelMutua and farmer KingokaKatoloin Mutua
villageshowingthe P2859W variety. Thefarmer planted
4 kg of seedat the end of March 2016 He expectsto
harvest7 bagsfrom his0.5 acreplot.

a inadethe right choiceof preparingmy land usingdeep
tillage and also planting this variety. Neighboringfarms
have struggled Goodthing is that six of my neighbors
will also plant this variety next seasonusingthe deep
tilagemethodof landLINB LJ- Ndayskingoka ¢

7. ErickWaita of Kyomevillage & love the sizeof the
cobs theyarebigandfull of 3 NI iheg'says €

For more information contact:
FIPSAfrica, P.O. Box 55280200Nairobi | Tel: +254 20 262 6990 | Email: fipsafrica@yahoo.com | www.fipsafrica.org



