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Smaltholder farmersin Makueni County produce more maize through the adoption
of the DKC8EB3 varietyandimproved soilmanagement practices

Project updateJuly 2016

With the support of the Seedsof ChangeFoundationand POET FIPSAfrica is helping smaltholder farmers in
MakueniCountyto becomefood securethrough the use of the appropriate farm inputs and information on their
best utilisation. By the start of the 15t seasonof 2016 FIPSAfrica had recruited 136 self-employed Villagebased
AdvisorqVBA%in the Countyto teachmanymore farmersthe valueof usingimprovedcrop varieties,and improved
soilmanagemenpractices

Farmersin MakueniCountyconventionallyuse an ox-drawn mouldboardploughto preparetheir land, and scatter
their limited amountsof manure over the field before ploughing Continueduse of the mouldboardplough over
manyyearshasresultedin a soil hard panat ploughdepth, while the nutrientsin the manurebare not accessibl¢o
maizeroots.

Throughthe use of small seed packs,VBAshave been encouragingALLsmaltholder farmersin their Villagesto
experimentwith improvedmaizevarietieson smallplots on their own farmsin a low riskway. VBAgeachfarmersto
maximizethe benefitsfrom the improvedseedby alsotraining on deeptillage (usingthe & a LIjeMbyesr & a LIN
LJX 2 dzatichinci®asesain water infiltration into deepersoillayers,and by placingmanurein the plantinglines

In 2016 the short rain seasonin MakueniCountywasextremelypoor. Rainsstarted late at the end of April and had
finishedwithin a month (by the end of May). Asa result, farmersall overthe Countyhaveharvestedverylittle using
conventionamanagemenpracticesimagel).
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Despitethe poor rainfall, farmers who adopted the DK®0-33 variety, deep tillage usingthe spring plough and
manureplacementwere ableto achievea harvestin manyareas

JacintaMusembi(image2) of Kyamwanvillagepurchased kg seedof the DK@0-33 maizevariety and plantedusing
the springplough Sheplantedin Aprilandexpectso harvestat least4 (90 kg)bags[360kgin total].

For more information contact:
FIPSAfrica, P.O. Box 55280200Nairobi | Tel: +254 20 262 6990 | Email: fipsafrica@yahoo.com | www.fipsafrica.org
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2. Jacintafurther said, & (i Kvasiot a good seasonbecausethe rains ended too early thus leaving most crops
strugglingbut my family will not go hungrythis seasonbecausel preparedland usingdeeptillage with animproved
variety. €

3. Kilungu Mutiso and Florence
Mutiso of Kalimanzalwillagein Kee
ward are happy they will harvest
this seasordespitethe poorrains

a ¢ Kis\ largely becausewe deep
tilled our landusinga springplough
My neighbor planted a hybrid but
used the normal ox-plough He is
not goingto harvestasmuchashe
Iy G A OAshittMitSdR = ¢

Mutiso planted 2 kg seed of the
DK@®0-33 variety. He harvested
four (90 kg) bags[360 kg] of maize
Thiswas9 timesmore thanwhat he
had harvested in 2014 from the
sameplot.
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a harvestedonly 40 kgfrom this plot in 2014 gaysMutiso.
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4. SusamMsyokaof Mathunivillage inkeeWard planted
2 kg seed of the DKC883 varietyin April.

5. JohrNzoviaof Nzeeniillage inKisauKitetaward
planted4 kg seed of the DKC&3 variety He harvested
6 bags from the plot

plants of the DKC883 variety.Onesmusalso a VBA,
demonstrated deep tillage usintir springplough
across the village

7. AgnesNdundaof Kyandumbevillage inUkiaward
showingcobs from helDKC83 crop. This season she
expects to harvest 3.5 (90 kg) bags [31p kg
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